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Lunar New Year Celebration at Atria Cutter Mill

Great Neck, NY - February 9, 2009 – The Year of the Ox was celebrated with music, dance, narration and ceremony at Atria Cutter Mill, where residents were entertained by performing artists steeped in Asian traditions  - delighted to share their cultural heritage.

The performance began with the lilting sound of the Chinese pipe played by Victor Chang giving soulful renditions of an ancient poem, a Japanese folk song and Taiwanese composition. Famed classical Indian dancer Satya Pradeep followed with two lively dances, her limbs moving gracefully and her face full of expression as she handily conveyed the meaning behind her movements. The traditional Japanese Tea ceremony was next, performed by Maggie Yamamoto and assisted by Kyoko Saito, both in exquisitely designed kimonos. As Maggie meticulously followed each step in this ancient ritual, Karen Bomzer, the program’s narrator explained what she was doing and beckoned everyone to enter the calming and meditative World of Tea. The program ended with choreographer Stella Shieh encouraging the audience to join her in a joyous Taiwanese aboriginal dance routine. Some moved in their seats, others stood up and happily strutted their stuff as they followed Stella and danced away.
After the performance all were invited to make their own tea – the one used in the ceremony - and to enjoy a delicious confection of sweet rice filled with red bean paste. The tea called matcha is made by whisking a green powder into hot water – a 

radical departure from Western-style tea brewing.
The program was organized by Zen Appetit, an Asian event planning service on Long Island. The performers were participants in the Annual Asian-American Cultural Festival of Long Island, which will be held this year on March 21st at Farmingdale State College. Said Debra Pino, Engage Life Director at Atria Cutter Mill “I am happy to provide quality cultural events to enhance the lives of our residents.” By all accounts, this was an event to remember.

